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A devastating fire, destroying tents and personal belongings of hundreds of people living in the heavily  

overcrowded Samos RIC, highlights the need for NGOs and Greek and European authorities to collectively 

work together to ensure people’s safety.

Recent months have seen a dramatic spike in arrivals to Samos, Greece, putting a huge burden on the 

Reception and Identification Centre (RIC) that is already far beyond its original hosting capacity of 648  

people. Since the beginning of this year, 7373 people have arrived on Samos. A lack of safety, proper fa-

cilities and adequate access to health care, nutrition and sanitation at the Samos RIC combined with this 

sharp increase in new arrivals have over the last few weeks resulted in several incidents, such as fires, 

fights and serious accidents. Following the tragic death of a woman in a fire in Moria camp, Lesvos, just 

two weeks ago, asylum seekers and NGOs have feared a similar tragedy happening here. According to local 

officials, a fight and the stabbing of three people culminated in a huge fire in the ‘jungle’ area of the Samos 

RIC on 14 October 2019. 

Whilst no serious injuries have been reported, large areas of tents and shelters and people’s personal  

belongings have been burnt to the ground, leaving the inhabitants of these areas with nothing. Last night’s 

incident shows that the situation on Samos is unstable, volatile, dangerous and that security clearly cannot 
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be guaranteed at a camp where almost 6000 people are cramped in a facility that is close to nine times 

over its original capacity. More than half of the people living in the RIC on Samos are either children or 

women, including almost 300 unaccompanied children.

 NGOs on Samos were quick to respond last night by providing rapid assistance to some of the most vul-

nerable people. In a collaborative effort, NGOs on the island share forces to ensure people’s most dire 

needs are met on a daily basis. Such community-based collaboration has enormous potential, particularly 

when encouraged and supported by the authorities. Collectively, NGOs on the island are well-situated to 

assist people in a dignified way if allowed the much needed space to operate without major restrictions. 

We are thus calling on the Greek and European authorities to ensure a system that safeguards human  

dignity of those living in the Samos RIC and to stand with Samos’ unique collaborative efforts as to reach 

our full potential in assisting those in need.

The signatory organisations: Action for Education, Avocats Sans Frontières France, A Drop in the Ocean,  

Glocal Roots, Help Refugees, Indigo Volunteers, Med’EqualiTeam, Movement on the Ground, Project  

Armonia, Refugee 4 Refugees, Refugee Law Clinic Berlin, Samos Volunteers, Still I Rise and Verein FAIR.
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